TO: THE: 


Bifhops and Minifters 


England 


Plain Truth and found 
BETWEEN 


Pious Proteftants thi 
Church ENGLAND, 
AND 


Written withthe Advice of aloes Paftors ar 
Brethren of the Baptifed 


THO. 


Follow Peace with all Men, ‘ad Holinefs, withe 
which no Man fhall fee the Lord. Heb. 12.14. 


‘ 


London, Printed the Year, 1680, 
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both great and 
themfelves, 
that at’s hard Chriftian 
find where fix for his 
fortable Society. And 
much aggravated the backwardnefs 
ofeach Party any thing 
commodate thefe Differences, each ex- 
rather that their Oppofites 
wholly conform their Senti- 
And what may thought 
not 
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| 


-ofGod or man 


ace we intend chief “nother in the“ Trat h, 


certainly nor will too 
that there nothing that 


much their 
ry Mature 6f them, ahd have 
their both from the facred 
Word, and the- Works 


do car 


that make this 

Anfwer Weare the Servants 
of ‘the Living God or, We are Chri- 


heartily: defire 
may made up. 


deemed, any Tranfgreffion Law 
any 
for Peace 


_* By Truth inthis. 


y what ‘isneedfulto 


holy Life. differing Circumftan- 


world- 


whom they now 
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does he-blame 
all fpeak the that there 
perfectly joynea together,in the fame'ntind, 
them to:the Foundation; and 
Crucified for that not 
| A 3 But 
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appears not only from the clofe 


hus laft Epiftle to them,. 2 Cor.12.20,21. 
upon the occafion.of 

them pride and felf-love, 
guith many Arguments, but 
Chrift their Leader, and 


Lord. was humble, what 
are come under the yoke 


t here fore 
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they for their Heart 


among the Chriftians Corinth, were 


cord each with other cealio Clem: Ep. at 
Clement 
more defirous this* 
Overture for Chriftian Amity 
| upland, for divers Caufes : And firft’s ~ 
very evident there hath bin 
reat departure from ‘the 
both the Form and 
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reat tryals ) for ‘the Reftoration of 
Truth 0 its. P urity fome in-one 
here the Proteftant 
ing divers things. and 
they: gained, the oppo- 
fersof: Reformation. 
ought 
which haveancumbred it, to the diftur-. : 
ling 


ling out the Refo 


Wherefore 


ersamong them-: 
felves: And this 1s the cafe of the fober 


and the Baprifed Believer, 


in this). Age Natton: ‘the: darter 


latter, ‘by: iwhom God 1s pleafed ‘(not- 
with{tanding) to bring to light fome 


this impatience and: in. 
each towards other, 


that to: attempt things 
excellent. Why are not Chriftians 


-genuous in their endeavours to reftore’ 


decayed Religion? There nothing 
in the Anthour of our Profeflion;:or 
the Profeffion it felt; but candor and: 
intend the 
further- 
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_eeftors have worthily atcheived 
ery Truth which 


joyn our 
Our fe 


which few things (which 


Religion) were explained amen- 


were avery for the 


Ghurch of Exglend, and the: Baptifed 


foundation the Chriftian Religion. 


attained between us, 


beg ‘leave with plainnefs 


the Particulars whereof we are doubt- ‘ 


the intent that Unity may 


on, hitherto through mani- 
fold Afflictions, let us timely confider | 


the Articles the Church ofEng- 
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contents that 


third 


Motive to feek for Con- 


This Letter has 


i : Jon fince fent to Mr. 24 years, and never 
ombes B. D. (up- 


} 


et contradicted. by 
Dr. Barlow. See’ Mr: 
on. occafion ‘of its 
concerning: the. Re- Review of ithe Dif, 


ftauration: sof holy Soncerning te: 


‘ant Baptifm, p, 859 
Baptifm to 1ts primi-.- 


rend Man Barlow, 


| 


I have. known (though unknown to Jou 


know, that there Precept 
nor any juft Evidence for it, for 
two hundred years after The 
who bears Infant 


it as an 


E 
be 
| 
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unwarrantable and irrational 
And Nazianzen good while 
and would not Infants brought 
till they fome age, and 

that the primitive times were 
winati, or  Baptizati, and : this not only 
Children Pagans, Pagans converted, 
but Children Ghriftian Parents, Nazi- 


tho 


 anzen € though a Difhops Son.) being. not 

of others. The Truth is, I; nfant Bap- 

ftood )}oh. 3.5. Opon the like gro miftake 

turies ( both.in the Greek and» Latin 

communicate Infants, and, give 
them the Lord's upper, and | coi/s.they 


tho they baptized. Jome I nfants, and thought a 
lawful foto do, yet the 
ever faid was durus 
learned | and ‘wert hy F riend , Dr. Ham+ 
mond, Mr. Baxter and others fay 
little that men fuch great parts 
feen anything like Argument for it. 
And not only thisLetter, but many 


», 


other Teftimonies which are 
the Writings of learn- 


ed Proteftants* to the 


fame 


bin-fhewn diverfe 


hands our 
now extant)do great- 
perfwade 
troverfies about ‘there 
an end, and were this 


point well agreed, 


hope, that the Con- 


Mr, Baxter tell 
us, many both Papifts 
and Prela:ifts, have 
maintain'’d ‘that In- 
fant Baptilm is not 
determined in Scrip. 
ture, but depends op 
tke Tradition of the 
Church. Def. Prine. 
Love,p.7- And De. 
eT. tells us, 
prime 
Tradition for Infant 


Baptifm. See bis 


fwaf, from Popery.. 


many other things would therewith 


Gods 
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Gods approach that Blefling, 
Heart and one Way. 
‘Our fourth Motive.istaken from . 
that great dread which feems 


fhall concern our 
felves with fecrets.And ratio- 
bring fuch Fears and heavy Judgments 
own Diflentions and 
(in which there too much 
‘we the more defire 
difpofe our unite Truth 
and Charity, with all fuch love God 
the general rules 
ty: refolving bear what(with good 
born for Peacefake 
principal Motive, ‘1s, 
That hereby God glorified, 


Reformation Life and 
gion, 
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gion, when who have 
hath appeared our, \Difputes and 
our Pofterity, but pious Ex- 
-Cothphianice, “as may juftly renders 
general 5 as it iswritten,Let no Maz feek 


every Man anothers wealth, 
Neighbour for his good 


one that hath any 
pill ‘do what the reft commands.’ “Only 

Divi pee at the God hath: placed ‘over 

grent Glory in 


eChritt 


be Mi ifte 


out, our 49 ©) 


_ Divifions: are by, either. the Jaying alide, 
“or the ‘not duly obfetvin Chrift’s: Ordinances touch 


ing dhe Canflitution aid overpment ofhis Church.ac- 


| 
Lee 


his upon this prefent 
endeavour for 


Diffenting Chriftians. 


> 


Moft Holy, and 
fhould unto the God 
Heaven and Earth? befeech thee 
pardon our and for the fake 
Chrift dur Saviour, hear this 
whole Heart pour before thy Maje- 
hold the fad which have 
the Chriftian People throughout whole 
World. And feeing nothing is too hard 
for Thee, Gracioufly pleafed move 
upon all fober and. 
minded Chriftians (however differing 


fome 


whichis Truth 


fome concerning theChriftian 


wer, 


the Spirit BLOOD- 
THIRSTINESS from the Chri- 
People. And let all that are called 
that Name that ever fuch wrath 
hath bin found let them 
before thy the re- 


Gracious God, unto 
Thee, are not worthy undertake any 
thing behalf the Peace and 
God) that not the bafe and weak 
orld, be intreated to blefs 


things of this 


our prefent Enterprife, as it is confiftent — 
with thy pleafure, the good thy Peo- 


Lruth and Peace, according to th y Word, 


and that they may 
fo unit edin Brotherly A fection as fpeedily 


We 


Servants ever ready onour parts, 


bow the Heart of 


befeech thee 
the Mighty, the Wife and Honorable 


the Chriftian Nations, fiudy Truth 
Peace, any thing for thy 
Glory, and thy Peoples 
pray,that none called thy Name, 
may any longer puffed up, for one, and 
another: teach thofé that love 


the Truth and ac- 
cording 


‘or thy Names 
meaning, thefe Nations that 
their Hearts being intirely knit together 

the great and more neceffary parts 
thy they may Glorifie thy Name 

ance, things which are not thy 


Good Lord,be intreated for t 


to evidence by att, what here we pro- 
pofe words, and grant thy Spirit en- 
able herein Thee, and all fuch 


_ > 

And grant that none thy People may 
uncharitably cen ft ure this Our undertaking 
for Concord amongft thy Servants, Grant 
them Patience to confider what is here o if - 
fered, may feem deficient 

herein, lead others to fupply. what.is want- 
ing, that through thy upon our 
united Endeavours,the tended 
may be profperoufly promoted,to thy Praife, 
and therewith the true com 
throughout the whole 
fo, Lord God Almighty; Even, fo, Amen. 
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- 
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Friendly 


“SOF THE 


Reverend Sirs, | 

Ay it pleafe you in the mecknth 

and gentlenefs of Chrift, to lay 

afide (alittle) thofe exterior 

Honours which are ‘conferred 

upon you, and to condefcend to Men of low 

degree, and in that Condefcention ferionfly 

to ponder, 'what is herein with Humility da 

Sincerity fubmitted to your Confideration. 

We do ferioufly account it a part of our 

Infelicity, to fee the Diftraétions and Divi- 

eae which are in our Land, about things 
B 3 relating 


relating to the Worfhip of God, and our Savi- 
our. Jefus Chrift ; and therewithal i it is too e- 
vident that the Power of Godlinefs -is much 
neglected, and the Ways of Chriftianity 
love the Lord Jefas, are fo efiranged among 
themfelves, as to become Adverfaries to 
their own Peace, and the Comfort of each 
other. 
May it then pleafe God, to lead us all to 
the Confideration of thefe ill Effe@ts, and 
to remove the Caufes of them. And {ee- 
ing, we may perhaps be under worle Appre- 
henfions concerning one another, than there 
is real caufe for, let it be calmly confidered 
on both ‘parts, ‘that our preateft- differences 
are about Ceremonies; And thofe alfo of Hx- 
mane device (as we conceive ) the beft of 
which are not worth the lofs of one Soul, 
and therefore in no wife fit to adventiite 
the breach of our Peace and Chriftian Con- 
cord, for their fake, which may be the cauile 
of perifhing to many. — 
_ May it therefore feem well to 
‘you, the Bifhops of the Church of England, 
with your Brethren of the Miniltery, to ad- — 
mit of fome friendly and free- Debate with 
the Bifhops and Teachers of the Baptized 
Churches in this Nation; to wy if by any 
means a way may be found to bring i. - 
rifil- 
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Chriftian Conerd in as Gofp el of God. 

To effect this, is cite impoflible, or 
difheult only. Not the firft, fith our diffe- 
rences lie not in the doétrinal part of any — 
Foundation-Article of the Chriftian Religion, 


‘’ fo much as in the application or practick 


part of them. 

For, to touch a little the grand points a- 
bout which we differ, viz. Sacred Baptifin, 
and the Difcipline of the Church, of thefe we 


{pake the fame thing 5 for thus you teach, 
That in Baptifin there is an inward and fpiri- 


tual Grace, and an outward and vifible Signy @ 


And that Repentance, whereby we forfake Sin, . 
And Faith, whereby we 
mifes of God made to us 

inthat Sacrament, are the things required of all 
Perfons that are to be baptized. And hereun- 
to wedo moft heartily fubfcribe. 
_ And touching holy Dif-ipline, your Doe- 
trine is, That the manner of proceeding i 
_. Excommunication, is firft by gentle Admonition, 

and that once or twice given with the Spirit of 
meeknef, if the fault be not notorionfly known : 

and next by open reprebenfion , afterwards by 
publick firvtlel of the Church to put him from 
the company of the faithful, to deliver bim to 
Satan, to denounce bim an Heathen and a Pub- 
pricy if no Admonitions will ferve, and the 
B 4 crimes 
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 evimes be very 


_ ther we confider their Error who for many 


offenfive. To this Do@rine like 
wife we do give our full confent. | 


Neverthelefs it muft be granted a very 


preat difficulty ( as things now fiand) to re- 
form what is really amifs on your part in 
the practice relating to thofe two points of 
the Chriftian Religion 5 efpecially feeing 
that the worldly Intereft of fo many carnal- 
minded men, feems to depend upon the con- 
tinuation of the Errors which have befallen 
you in the practice of thefe holy Inftitutes. 
Howbeit this Difficulty is not greater than 
it was to reform,what was as really amifs in 
that great Ordinance, the Lord’s Table,whe- 


Centuries gave the Communion to Infants 3 
or theirs, who by their Tranfubftantiation de- 
firoy the very nature of the Sacrament. . 
Nor fhall we here forget, but thankfully 
remember the great Travel and Sufferings 
of your Martyrs, and the pious Zeal which 
appeared in many of them, when called to 
reduce that holy Ordinance of the Lerd’s 
Supper from many corruptions, by which it 
had been prophaned. 

But yet we mutt needs condole their 
fhortnefs, in not looking with like diligence 


into the priftine purity of the other Sacra- 


ment. By which overfight, we which fur- 
vive them, are expofed the more to a 
ent 


fent Difficulties. And hence we may bor- 
row that paflage in 1 Chron.15. 13. Becanfe 
ye did it not at the firft, therefore the Lord: our 
God made a breach wpon us, for that we fought 
him not after the due order. And. here we 
ought to-learn, that feeing God would not 
india? his Servant David in fuch an over- 

fight (when yet his intention was very pious) 
wil have his own Methods duly obferved in 
things pertaining to his Service. 

Your Wifdoms know very well who hath 
{faid, A little Leaven leavencth the whole lump 
and that every Plant whicd the heavenly F ather 
bath not planted, muft be rooted ups and how 
vain the Worfhip (even of the true God _) is efteem= 
ed by Chrift, which is taught by the Precepts of 
Men t All which crys aloud that Religion 
_be reftored to its primitive Purity, that fo 
may give unto God the things that 
are God’s, and ceafe to wae, with their 
own inventions. 

What we fhall here ceadilh to thefe holy 
Ends, is no more than what at prefent we 
conceive to be very needful; Howbeit, we 
- may not prefcribe to you, but only offer an 
' occafion to your. Wifdoms to confider us 
as Chriftians, not asEnemies. For itis evi- 
dent that thofe Coercive ways which fome 
encline to, and under which we have bin, 
and ftill are exercifed, are not like toeffedt 


Chriftidn 


| 


Chriftiam Amity and Unity, but rather to 
the Breach much. wider. 

That, then it may pleafe God (even the 
God of Peace) to dire your Wifdoms to 
thofe wholfome Methods, which may be 
natutd] to procure and‘continue a lalting 
Peace between us in the Truth of the Gof: 

_ pel, thall be our Prayer tohim for you, and 

in whofe fear we humbly make thefe fol- 

lowing Propofals. And firft, 


I. Concerning the.39 Articles, rc. 5 


As we have already hinted, that (in our 
judgment) fome things in the 39 Articles of 
the Church do admit of fome amendment, 
We fhall therefore humbly propofe our 
Doubts in that cafe, that the Fundamen- 
tals being fecur’d, other things may the 
more ¢afily be reconciled. __ | 

1. Our firft {cruple concerns the third Arti- 
ele, where it requires, Belief that Chrift went 
__ down into Hell, betides his being in the |. 

fiate of the Dead, and buried in the Sepul- 

chre. .Now this Paflage is fo dubious, as 
thateven Mr. Rogers, who wrotea Bookin || 
defence of the 39 Articles, doth confefs, that 
the native and undoubted Sence of this 
Article is not known, fo that we conceive 
it ought not to be required as an Article 
necefla- 


not to be impofed as neceffary : We humb 
conceive the Modefty of Hill 


_ © of Sence, and the capa- 


ReligioufnefS of minds.. And Auftin 


neceflary to the Chrifti- 


| 

In the Sth Article all 
things contain’d in the of Chrift’s Defcear 
three are requi- al- 
is the faid claufe, of divers others do wit 
Chrift’s Defcenfion intoHell, Mr. Rofs.s 
And fome 
terms in the Creed of Athanafins, are fohard 

to be underfiood, that we think they ought 


£ 


ary, more fafe 
than fome of the Zealous Speeches of Atha- 


nafins,who tells us “ That whatfoever is ufed 
the Father, Son, and Holy 
beyond the cormmpafs 


Inftit, L, Chap. 


13- Sect. 5. ont of 
city of Underftanding, witom' this Quotatt- 


And though he had ufed omis taken. 
the Words | Three Hy- 

poftafis | yet he confeffes “This is to do things 
“ unlawful, to {peak that which ought not 
“ to be {fpoken, to attempt things not licen- 
“fed, to put things in peril of the Speech 
“of Men, which ought to be kept in the 
con- 
feffes 


t 
f 
| 


“feffes that it ought not to be foken, [ How] the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, are thre. A 
eth God only knoweth. ed 
And here both the Modelty and Caution 
of Mr. Calvin alfo is worth our Confiderati- - 
OR, who {peaking of the Titles, or Expref- 
-  fions, viz. A Trinity of Perfons in she Unity 
sof the Godhead, {aith, 
«Uf the Names have not been without caufe 
invented, we ought to take beed that in rejecting 
 tabem we be not juftly blamed of proud Pre- 
Sumptnoufnef. 1 would to God (faith he) they 
sobere buried indeed, fo that THIS FAITH 
WERE AGREED OF ALL MEN, That the | ' 
Holy are ONE GOD, 
_- and yet that the'Father. is not the Son, nor the 
‘Holy Ghoft the-Son; but diftinct by certain Pro- 
perties. Inftit.]. 1. c. 16 Sett.5. 
3¢The13th Article would have it believed, 
that no Works done without F aith in Fefus Chrift 
are pleafant to God,@c. Which we think 
jsdoubtful, confidering how it is faid that 
the Prayers and Alms of Cornelius were come 
ap for a Memorial before God. Ad. 10.1,2,3- 
yet ‘tis certainhe did not then know Jefus » 


4. The 18th Article feems doubtful,where 


4t teacheth, that none can be faved who dili- 
gently frame their life according to the Light or | 


Law 


Chrift. 


Law of Nature, &c. Whereas if God have 
given them no other Law or Light to walk 
by, we conceive it more fafe for us to leave 
them to the Lord (who will not gather 
where he hath not firewed ) than thus to — 


eenfure them. 


5. The fecond Paragraph of the 27#b 
ticle may well be omited, feeing it 1s grant- 
ed by learned Proteftants, that there is no 
plain Scripture for Infant Baptifm. nttead 
of which Paragraph it may fately be inferted, 
that the Infants of Chriftians {hould bede- — 
voted to God by Prayer and Bleffing, which 
may be juttified by the Law of Nature, and 
{pecially the Words Chrift, Mat. 19.6. 
6. The 36 Article not neceflary to be .im- 
pofed a an Article of the Chriftian Faith, 
feeing that Book of Confecration of Archbifbops, 
Bifbops, ordering of Priefts and Deacons,is not 
of Divine Authority; and it muft needs be © 
more fafe to refer the bufinefs of Confectat- 
Ing, or ordaining Chrift’s Minifters (of what 
rank foever ) to the Rules given in the ho- 

ly Scripture. 
And hence we do further conceive, itis — 
_ very needful that thofe fevere Sentences of 
Excommunication contain’d in the Book of 
Canons and Conftitutions Ecclefiaftieal ( {peci- 
ally thefe two, contain’d in Can. 5. 8&9.) be» 
recalled. | For feeing they themfelves that 
compofed 


Articles) were but Men, 
(though pious Men) and therefore (as 
teach, might err, 
even in things pertaining to God. Therefore 
_ (asthey further fay) things ordained by them, 
bave neither Strength nor Authority, ualefs it 
may be declared, that they be taken out of the 
Word of God. Nor ought the Church to 
enforce any thing to be believed for neceffity 
of Salvation, which is either againft or b- 
fides the Word of God, as they alfo teach, - 
Article 20. Thus much of the 39 Articles. 


eompofed the: 39 


2 i. Concerning the vifible Church of Chr ift 


Chriftians generally, and particularly the 
Church of England, Article 19. That the 
Church of Chrijt is a Congregation of faithful 
Men, in which the pure Word of Goa is preached, 
and the Sacraments duly adminiftred according 
Chrift’s Ordinance, in all thofethings, which 
of neceffity are reqnifite to the fame, So it may 
be as truly obfirved that none be admitted 
! Members of this Vifible Church, or Myftical 

Body of Chrift; till they give evidence that 
| they are faithful, at leaft by their perfonal 
Profeftion of the Faith of Chrift, and Wal- 


Principles general Rules the 


= 


' Mouth which is to Salvation; That there- 


Religion, the holy 
Scriptures, the Rule of Faith... 

2. And {eeing itisthe Work of: Ged "Seat 
which Man with the Heart believeth un- 
to Righteoufnels, from which Faith only 
can proceed that. Confeffion with the 


fore may firmly agreed, that humane 
force or violence. is not the means or 
dain’d of God to propagate the Church 
of Chrift. But that preaching she Gofpel, 
and walking holily in Charity towards all 
Men, are the true and proper means to 
enckeafe the Church, according to the Will 

and Commandment of the everlafting God, 


made known all Nations that 


III. Concerning Regeneration,and Baptifim 


1. That as Converfion or Regeneration is 
neceffary to the Chriftian-ftate of every Sin- 
ner, fo it may be joyntly held and proteffed 
that the Baptifm of Repentance, for Remif- 
fion of Sins, isan Ordinance of Chrift, and 
neceflary to the Admiifion of all Men to 
the Priviledges of his Church: and thag 
the things required of all that are to-be 
baptized, are Repentance, whereby they. for- 
fake Sin, and Faith, whereby. 
ly believe the Promifes of God, madeto — 
them in that Sacrament. 2. That 


| 
| 


Lerd J 


Immerfion in Water agrees belt with the 


Word baptize, and was the primitive way of 
baptizing 5 fo this Ordinance may therein 
be reftored to its purity according to its 


primitive Inftitution ; And that tothis end, 


- there may be Baptifferions, or fit Places to 
baptize in, appointed for the Solemn Per- 


formance of this Ordinance. 
Concerning Infants,or Little-Children, — 


acThat all Infants of Chriftians be folemn- 
ly devoted to Chrift by Prayer and Bleffing, 
and that the Minifters of Chrift be affiftant 
in this Work, not forbidding them this Blef- 


fing, Mat. 19. 13, 14. 
2.That every Minifter of Chrift refiding 


f inany Country-Village be obliged, in Con- 


fideration of convenient mainrenance, to 


teach all the Children in his precincts to 
the Holy Scriptures, avd to inftruG 


them in the Principles of the Chriftian Res ° 

ligion (Heb. 6. 1,2.) and that they may be 
baptized, when they. {hall profefs Repen- 
tance towards God, and Faith towards our © 
éefus Chrilt. And that the like care 
be ufed in Cities, and great Towns, in 
fuch manner as may be molt convenient. 


5. Con- 


| 

| 

4 | 


) 


its due ufe and purity m theChurths namely th 
when any Coniverts ate Baptifed; then’ Peaye 
with the Leaping on of Hands, be fpeedily maidest 
God for them,that they may réceive the: Pidmif 
of the; Spirit by Faith, and that it maytetain 4 
ancient Titles, given it by the Holy Ghotlt, (viz 
Laying on of Hands, or 4 Divine 
Chrift. 


“2. Tothe end this be bot 


thavit may be allowed, thatall faithful Overtee 
may 


of particular. Congregations, perfo 
this Serticeupon the newly Baptifed 5 fpecial 
in the abfence of fuch a Minifter as hag aime 
general charge; be he-called the Angel, or Me 
of the: And that take 
Principleof Chrift’s Doctrine, be deliberately im 


firucted conceming it, before they be made con 
formable to it. 


6. ck, Prajers, and iis 
- fiaging- the Praifis of God in the Churches. A 


of removal of {uch “Ceremonies ds 


| 


| 

a 
Re: 

¢ 

| 
ae 

| 


1. Seeing the Prayers: contain’d in holy Scrip- 
ure (and efpecially the Lords Prayer ) are fuf- 
icient to direét the>Man of:God»in that duty 
bf Prayer in the Church, that thereforé:the Book 
Prayer>be not impofed, and: that 
may be in the liberty of the Minifter:to: pray 
insthe: Church to the ability. which 
sod )hath given him, that fo the Spirit of Pray- 
pr, ‘as well as the Order of it, may prefer- 


That it be-joyntly agreed that ‘finging the 
Praifes of God in Pfalms, Hymns, and Spiritual 
Bongs, isa holy Ordinance of God; and that 
She! order and: Spirit of that. DutyJ be.reftored 
according to 1 Gor.24.and other 
Rules contain’d in‘the Holy Scripture. And that 
Mufical Inftruments, bowing to the Altar, the 
Bien of the Crofs,the Surplice,or any other,unne- 
Reffary Ceremony, be prudently removed out of 
¢ Service.of »God in ‘all'Churches. | 


\ 
( 


Conceruing Church-Difcipline. 


| 1. That the Exercife of Difcipline be reftored in 
Bl Churches according to the Scriptures, and 


ine Dodtrine Church of: England, fore- 


cited.in:this Epifile.. geht 
To the intent that no Sinner be indulged in 
Iniquity for Money, that may not 
Hitted that any Officer concern’d in the Exccu- 
{ tion 


| 
| 


to the Order of the primitive Churches. 


Difcipline, take any manner Fees 
the Offenders, or any: Other Pérfon ‘for 
And that fuck? Miniiters be-cntrufted’ with 
Exercife of Difcipline, as are Men of knox 
Integrity; ‘Holinefs and felf-Déniial. ‘And th 
holy Difcipline be executed ifi or near'the plae 
the Offences are ‘committed, ~adcordi 


4 
~ 


oncerning Ordination: and he 
W ord. 


That the Election arid of Mi 
fters, of what Rank foever, be reftored (whe 
in tt {hall appear to have been tieglected ) int 
moft {olemn manner that: may ‘be, accordi 
to the Scriptures: And: that fuch ‘Miifte 
among the Baptized Believers, as fhall be fou 
to have been'fo elected’ and be 
lowed to preach the Gofpel, to edifie the Pé 
ple, and to difpenfe the holy Ordinances. 

2. That the primitive liberty of prophefyi 
to Edification,Exhortation, and Comfort, be 
fioredto the Church, i. e as it fhall pleafe G 
to give Men the Gift of Teaching, Exhore 
on, &c. they may be permitted with Prudé 
to edifie the People by the modeft Bxercife 


their Gifts in the hes. 


C= 


| 
| 

| 


Sonn 


that who. preach the 
of the Golpe}, are God’s Ordinances, and 
iftians according to their Ability. But that 
ythes for the one, or Affefsment for the other, 
only jure humano, and that therefore the fame 
may lawfully alter the fame the 
y fo colleGed to be.entrufted: in the Hands 
the Deacons of the Church, .and by them to 
faithfully diftributed: as occafion requires. 
ad. that therefore fach as will ttand to Chriff's 
swance, and for his Name-fake minifler the 
sputations and fent .forth by the Church 
seftore Chriftianity where it is corrupted s 
J to plant the Gofpel where it is not ages 


7 


ecefigry to at 


[t’s here propounded, as great] 
ppons, to Keep (as far as may_ be. witl 
and Charity) a boly and juft Diftin@ion, between tho 
who Jead wicked and them 
live holily, acrording ro the general’ Rules of Chsiftt 
anity, without refpett of Perforis, - 
2, That this Care be taken mote efpecially concers 
the Miniftery’; otherwife we ‘hall ftill have Miulki 
mf of prophane , and. debauched Men fet up as I 


ers. And, we fee by Experienrce the People are ‘too tead 
to follow their il and the confequence mus 
needs be lamentable’; aS it_ is written, They eat mp ft 

Sins of my People; and [et their Heart on their Inigu 
tres, and there fhall be lake People like Praeft ; Aud 
will punifh them for thesr and the 
their Dosngs. Fer, 


J. That it would pleafe you, the Bifhops of thi 
(Church of Exglamd, to petition the King’s Majefly, tha 
it may be made Edi y an Act of Parliament, or By 
his Royall Permiffion, for a competent Napiber of Re 
prefentatiyes of fich Diffenters, as have a mind. te 
unite with the Church of Exglandy to meer in Chriftiz 
‘Counfel with your felves, and to marur 
, good ) put a Period to our prefent Animofities and Di 
2. That if thefe’ Propofals do not hold Agreemey 
wich the good old way of Chrifftianityy then we deGre 
they may bé rejeéted, and that ‘you ‘would be pl-aled rc 
Fropols things which May. be more effe trai to. proguré 
fhe Unity defired, For our Record is on high, and we 


10. Conrerning Separat 
( 


ve alfo the Teftimony ‘of our Confcience, that in Sim- 
licity, and gouly, Sincetity, not with flefhly Wifdom,but by 
he Grace of God, we éfire to have our Converfation 
the ofpel with. you, and -with all rhac Jove Chrift 
“Nation. ““Trufting in the Lord, that the u- 
iting of fuch in the Truth in general, .may 
love many to Jéaloufie with themfelves, who are now 
tangled in Error, ,ot involved in Prophanenefs, that 
in¢éy may be converted from the Evil of their Ways, and 
fonfequently our Nation to abound with all Bleffings, 
{pecially the Blefling of the Gofpel of Peace, - For 
adlineS hath the Promife of rhe Life shat now is, 
nd of that which is to come. 


th all that fear God, and work Righteoufnefs in this 
ation, be rejected, yet herein fhall we have fome 


could for Concord with them: Besag alfo 
eriouply defirons witerly to forget all the hard things 
s2 time paft we-have fuffired from Countrey- 

en. Hoping that the fober Pfoteftatit-hath had good 
Occafion by .this time. to obferve, that God Almighty 
hathi ‘pleaded ‘the Innocency of our Principles ‘and Pur- 
Bole, from the. Eyils too frequently, and moft unjuftly 


with the greater freedom of Speech, exprefs our felves 
as in the Premifes, and conclude with the modeft Speech 
This then is our Defire, which we do alledge by Let- 
unto your Reverence, 
Aug. Ept-58. ad sf st ma) be that you would 
Jan. & Donat. . confer with our Bifhops peaceably 
and quietlys to the End that 


Error be taken away from thofe in whom st foall be 


found, 


Bur biloit ‘we fhut this Epifile Will be need- 
Ob}: 


at we have faid. 


a 


thefe Endeavours for Chriftian’ Concord 


fugeeited again{t them’; and that therefore we may now 


na not that Men-be taken amay, nor 


gel to anfwer two Objeftions which may fecm to be of 


Peace and Comfort, that we have made the beft Effay 


f 


Obj wall be objeGted “Thar: we: ask or: deft 
many things; and grant but 
Anf» That: we -hope 
what is rational, according ‘to. the» found Princ 
-Chriftianity; : and:awhich. will: be. profitable to the: Chure 
of God, when granted. | 


Church of Englénd, ‘will requife of us} to anfwer tho 
deny them nothing. which we may lawfully .grant, 


cafe of Baptifm, amounts to.a Renunciation of, the 
Chriftianity, and to begin anew to become Chrifitans 


. Anf. The Church of England does ‘not only retg 
the Subftance of what Truth the hath. received concernin 
.Baptifm,. by altering to the better; but will indeed the 
be confiftant with the Truth of her. own DoGrine in the iit 
paragraph of her 297th Article, and her vulgar Carechils 


If we take che Text 19, 5. according. to; 
—Expofition of the Amcsents, and divers Modern Write 
_€as that. is indeed .the native .and .clear Sence of-t 
_place ) It will then be a. good. prefident.to .the . Chur 
- of England to alter the Subject and.Manner of her Ba 
for here we fee, thefe Ephefrans being not right 
_initru&ed concerning the grounds of Baptifm, when: th 
were baptized unto Fobn's B 
tized. again, upon more pertect Inftruction; Yet 


| any Truth which they had received. concerning . Bape 


have defired nothin 


2. We ftand ready to hear what our Friends of tl 
Kindneffes which we defire of them, and hope we { 


2, Obj. Thar the Alteration which we propofe in th 


which fhe hath rather made void hitherto.by the Cuftos 
of Pzdobaptifm. 


ther efore bs 


part . of ..Chriltianity, 


they not renounce .the leait 


ifn 
But did rather perfect that Infirm Baptifm which th 
had received. And it is a jut Prefumption that the 
firft Baptifin was more validucthen Pzdobaptifm, 
Infants know nothing at all, either what they dos 
what is done to them, but oppole it what ig them 


= 
* 
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as did know unte. Whar. they +had..been baptized, 
and yer. axe baptized again, becaufé nat duly in 
before concerning. the grounds. of Bapeifin ; and 
bie is written for our wher our cafe is lilt 

~~ POSTSCRIPT:- 


Readér may be vonfident, we are wot withont fore: 
| fights that our hearty defire and endeavonr for Truth 
pied Peace; will be by ; [onze will cen 
Bre others And what we have here 


fi 


oo be st fo, yet we alfo hope fome will con/ider what wh 
pave offered add may tt but give Light to a better 
of the Cxfe diperderigs or move any whofe 


them wiore forviceable to po 
Futh’ and Diffenring Chijfians, We {ball 
BF conten? to labout, atid fuffer teptoach, becan fe we trult 


Since the protedent ple -wies written, fome of us bave 


Dr; Saliingfleer, o# Phil 


16. wherein be allo endeavoars for Ptact amonyf Diffehs 
Cbrifftans but there # one thing neceffary (which hé 


foes tot meddle with ) and that to fhew; That-the 
Pherchi he would have ns'to communicate with, is fuch for 
ponftitution afid Goverhrient was that ac’ Philipp. 
be do rhis, he may be confident frmall 
pall wot keep from her Communion: And thas be may 
futh, ts rhe unfeigned defire awd eadewvorr-of thé 


. 
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